
The site of L.C. Coleman Park:     
some history

Before the current public L.C. Coleman Park opened in 
1979, the land had a long history as a privately owned 
recreation area for Black Charlotteans.

In the 1920s it was known as Clinton Beach, or Clinton’s 
Park. It included a pavilion where musical groups played for 
dances and community celebrations, as well as a small lake. 
Bishop C.M. “Daddy” Grace held baptisms there in 1926 
that played a large role in the development of the United 
House of Prayer for All People, today a denomination with 
churches in many urban areas of the U.S.

In 1945, after World War II, it became Sunset Beach. The 
McCrorey YMCA held swimming lessons there.

Starting in 1957 and continuing into the 1970s, the pavilion 
was re-born as the Hi-Fi Club. Along with musical 
performers and community events it hosted a speech by 
Black activist Malcolm X in 1963.

-- community historian Tom Hanchett
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Taylor’s New York Serenaders
became Taylor’s Dixie Serenaders, touring and recording for 
Victor Records. Jimmie Gunn later headed the ensemble … 
before becoming principal at what is now JH Gunn School in 
Charlotte. -- Tom Hanchett

Hear this record via YouTube
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Portion of a panoramic photo, Carolina Room, Charlotte Mecklenburg Library



Clinton Beach seems to have closed in the 1930s (perhaps due to the 
Great Depression). 

It re-opened in the 1940s after WWII as “Sunset Park.”
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Sunset Park evidently closed in the late 1940s or early 1950s. 

It re-opened in 1957 as the Hi-Fi Club.
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